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The Andalusian Bridge:

The Andalusian Bridge: A Reassessment of Moorish Influence on the Revitalization of Medieval

Europe Abstract and Introduction: The Historiographical Landscape The narrative of European

history has traditionally been organized around a tripartite structure: the collapse of the Classical

world of Greece and Rome, a millennium of intellectual and social stagnation pejoratively termed

the "Dark Ages," and the sudden, brilliant illumination of the Renaissance. This Eurocentric

historiography, championed by Petrarch and solidified by Enlightenment thinkers, often excises a

pivotal geographical and temporal locus: the Islamic Golden Age as it manifested in the Iberian

Peninsula, a territory known to its rulers as Al-Andalus. The question of whether the "Moors"

saved civilization is not merely a matter of historical trivia but a fundamental inquiry into the

mechanisms of cultural transmission and the origins of modernity. The assertion that the Moors

"invented" civilization in Europe is
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